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December 6th, 2009
Olympic flame comes to St. Catharines
Details of community celebration, route released

St. Catharines – Mayor Brian McMullan and members of the Community Task Force today announced details of St. Catharines Winter Solstice Celebration to welcome the Olympic Torch relay.
“The Community Task Force has planned family activities and entertainment for all ages to encourage everyone to come out and welcome the torch,” Mayor McMullan said. “The entertainment and activities will have a truly Canadian winter theme throughout.”  

The celebration will take place on December 20, 2009 at 11:30 a.m. in the area of King and James streets and will feature headliners The Arkells, of Hamilton as well as local entertainers the Shea D Duo accompanied by the Immaculate-Conception School Children’s Choir.

In recognition of St. Catharines 40-year  twinning relationship with Port of Spain, Trinidad, PK Hummingbird Steel Band will play calypso music as well as holiday favourites. In honour of St. Catharines and Canada’s aboriginal roots the event will also feature drumming by Blue Stone Cloud, and performances by the White Pine Dancers and Ojibway storyteller Aaron Bell.

The celebration will begin at 11:30 a.m. with the torch arriving at approximately 1 p.m. A detailed schedule of events will be made available closer to the event date.
Mike Accursi, local athlete, coach and teacher, will carry the torch on stage and light the cauldron. The lighting will be followed by an entertainment program provided by Torch Relay sponsors RBC and Coca-Cola.

The Torch will begin its journey through St. Catharines at approximately 12:30 p.m. starting at Lake Street, north of Carlton. It will follow Lake to Welland, Welland to Geneva, Geneva to Church and Church to James Street. The torch will leave downtown at approximately 2 p.m. and will make its way along King Street to Ontario. It will travel on Ontario to Glenridge, Glenridge to Glendale and Glendale to Burleigh Hill, entering Thorold.
While the Olympic Flame may leave downtown at 2 p.m. the fun will continue until 4 p.m. with ice carvings, a 38ft ice slide, wine bar and entertainment. The James Street shops will also be open for any last minute shopping. 
“The Winter Solstice Community Celebration has been in the works for over a year and it is hard to imagine that the moment has arrived,” said Kimberly Hundertmark, Chair of the Community Task Force. “The Task Force has been planning a terrific day of activities and are very excited to finally share in this moment with our family, friends and neighbours” 
Funding for the Community Celebration has been provided by the City of St. Catharines and the governments of Canada and Ontario.
“This is a very exciting event for our city”, said Rick Dykstra, Member of Parliament for St. Catharines.  “And I look forward to all of the wonderful activities planned for December 20th.”

“The enthusiasm and excitement the Olympic Torch will bring to our City will leave a lasting memory for years to come”, said St. Catharines MPP Jim Bradley. “As the 2010 Olympics quickly approach, our community is indeed privileged to be a part of the incredible festivities that surround this truly international event”.  

St. Catharines Transit will be offering free shuttles to the event from Seymour Hannah Arena beginning at 11:00 am and again at 4:00 pm.  Free parking will also be available in the Ontario Street Garage, Lower Level Parking Lot and the Lake/Wellington Lot.
A map of the route is attached and will be available at www.stcatharines.ca on Monday. 
Further information on the 2010 Olympic Torch Relay is available online at www.vancouver2010.com/torchrelay.
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